
SAY NO TO VOLCANO  MULCHING!
Volcano Mulching is an improper mulching tech-
nique where mulch is piled high against the  trunk 
of a tree.  This is often seen in commercial land-
scapes; look for it next time you go shopping!   
Please don’t do this at home.  Mulch should not 
touch the trunk of the tree.    The trunk  was simply  
not meant to be covered, and doing so invites 
decay and pests; it may kill the tree.

Volcano mulching may cause:
--  disease and decay due to moisture 
     retention on the trunk
--  insect damage
--  rodent damage
--  girdling roots
--  conditions too damp for the roots, or soil that
     is too dry since rain may not penetrate the
     thick mulch layer
--  failure to develop a normal root �are which
       stabilizes the tree. These trees may be more
       likely to fall during a storm.  Root �are is the
      part of the trunk that widens at its base as  it 
     enters the soil.  This should ALWAYS be visible. 

Proper mulching is very bene�cial to trees. Spread mulch 2-4 inches deep to the drip line of the 
tree if possible; do not let the mulch touch the trunk.  The mulch should form a �at “donut” with the 
tree’s trunk in the center.   Another guide is the “3x3x3 rule” or 3 inches of mulch, 3 inches from the 
trunk, in a circle 3 feet wide.  Organic mulches (bark mulch, wood chips, leaves, etc.) are preferred 
over stones or other inorganic products.   Just don’t use too mulch of a good thing!

Bene�ts of mulch include:
 moisture retention, especially bene�cial in warm weather.
 stopping soil from washing away.
  improving the soil  as it decomposes.
 keeping soil temperature more consistent- insulates against cold and heat.

See the following websites for more information:
https://bygl.osu.edu/index.php/node/1254
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/faqs/how-much-mulch-should-i-use-around-a-tree/
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