
Minutes – Projects Committee Zoom Meeting 
March 10, 2021 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:08 am. Present were: Elise Burroughs, JoAnn 
Dalley, Kay Flanagan, Chris Gensic, Kendra Hall, Robin Hanes, Allen Ingling, Tim 
Maywalt, Kathy Nepote, Phil Stokes, Bill Sublette, Barbara White, Camille Wilson, Toine 
Wykoff, Mark Zollinhofer.  The minutes of the February Meeting were approved 
(Barbara made the motion that was seconded by Elise) as presented. 

 
1.  Recent Projects:   February was not a good month for projects because of the bad 

weather.  However, the following projects did occur and Kathy thanked all the 
participants: 
 Feb 23:  JWW Parkway Pruning (Tim, Barbara, Allen, Robin,         
 Martha, Robert) 
 March 3: Jackson Via Invasive/Pruning (Elise, Allen, Toine,           
 Robin) 
 

2. March & April Projects:  The following projects are planned for the upcoming 
months.  Specifics for each will be detailed in the CATS calendar 
 
March 11:  VDOF Pruning.  Barbara asked that if one had a pole saw to please 
 bring on that day.  She also indicated that she would tag the cages so we would 
 know which ones had been planted last year and so needed “babying”. 
March 18:  Pruning – Berkmar Drive (instead of JWW).  The trees along this road 
 were planted several years ago and so are in need of pruning.  The area is 
 relatively safe as there is a wide sidewalk between the trees and the road. 
March 20:  CATS Grove (instead of the 27th): Robin thanked Mark for placing a new 
 CATS Grove sign on the site. There is a variety of work (pruning, invasives, etc) 
 that needs to be done. 
April 8:   Jackson Burley:  We will be removing invasives.   
April 16: CATS Tree Sale:  This is the date for the contactless pickup of plants 
 that were ordered by March 26.  Robin needs helpers for potting bare-root 
 seedlings and getting the plants organized for the sale. 

 
3.   Updates: 

 
Darden Towe:  Barbara was awarded a $4578 grant from VA Trees for Clean Water 
 for trees at the Park.  A total of 32 trees and supplies were specified in the grant.  
 Twenty-two of the trees will be used to training New Tree Stewards on how to 
 plant a tree.  The remaining 10 will be planted by CATS members.  Eight different 
 species of trees are planned (4 per species). The funding include money for 
 planting supplies (fencing, stakes, mulch, etc).  Holes will be dug either by Allen 
 or by Albemarle Parks and Recreation staff.  
 
Tree Commission Projects:  The suggested tree planting project for Franklin Street -
 is on hold as the sidewalk will not be completed until 2022.  Kendra reported on 



 the current status of talks about the 10th and Page Neighborhood.  They are 
 making strides with contacting the neighborhood.  Working with the City of 
 Promise they are hoping to work with kids and the Churches to enlist property 
 owners to plant trees.  This fall they hope to plant around 5-10 trees on private 
 property as a demonstration.  They are hoping to have an event that coordinates 
 planting trees and encourages reading (book give away).  Funding for this first 
 phase has been obtained from a private donor.  Kendra is working on a project 
 proposal.  Chris suggested that they might want to contact the Food Justice 
 Equity group that has plans for community gardens in some vacant lots.  They 
 might want to have fruit or nut trees. 
   
Jackson Via:  Elise is planning on working with the Master Gardeners to evaluate 
 any wildflowers that are coming up on the hill and planting more trees/bushes.  
 She is hoping to have another work day to remove invasives later this spring.  
 She will bring a date to the April 14 meeting.  In the meantime, she is also going 
 to work with Chris to define a walking path along the hill.  
 
Pleasant Grove:   Walter Hussey was not able to make the meeting as they were 
 supposed to be doing a control burn at his meadows.  He has several projects 
 where he could use CATS assistance.  There are 2 smaller areas that need initial 
 tree tube maintenance.   In the areas where we worked last year, we will need to 
 plant replacement saplings in those sites where the initial trees did not survive.  
 He is also starting some Chestnut tree restoration work.  The plan is to plant 
 some nuts in a demonstration plot and also plant some nuts in pots.  He will bring 
 specific dates for these projects at our April 14 meeting. 

 
4. Arbor Day Activities (April 30): 

 
 Walker Upper Elementary School:  Camille has suggested that the Tree 
 Commission use the allee of trees planted on this school in 2014.  Four species 
 of trees were planted, sweet gum, London plane, sugar maple and swamp white 
 oak. Camille is hoping to work with a STEM teacher to have the day be a 
 presentation project for her students.  Mark indicated that the Tree Commission 
 is hoping to make this a real event.  Peggy Van Yahres is working with Mike 
 Ronayne on the day.  Brian Wheeler hopes to have a zoom link for the day’s 
 activity and to get media attention. 
 
CATS – Landmark Tree:  Robin is hoping to make a Bur Post Oak, this year’s Arbor 
 Day Tree.  She, Toine and Mark Rylander have been working on the invasive ivy 
 that has almost overwhelmed this tree.  Robin believes that by highlighting this 
 tree she can also bring attention to the invasive and detrimental nature of English 
 ivy. 
 

5. New CATS Training Class:  The training class work group has continued its work 
developing the on-line training components for the class. They are hoping to conduct 
the course this fall, but that depends upon how things go with Covid.  They will be 



making the decision of yea or nay in Mid June.  Every 2 weeks, on a Saturday, the 
class will have a hands-on session.  These include: tree walks, tree planting, pruning 
and invasives. They hope to have 2-3 students with a mentor for each of these 
activities and are hoping to get volunteer mentors from CATS members.  If we get 
the usual 30-32 students, that means that we will need up to 10 mentors for each 
activity.  If you are interested in helping with any of these activities, please contact 
Tim directly. 

 
6. New Ideas/Projects 

 
Northeast Park:   Kay wants to have a morning work day at the Park on March 26th 
at 10 am to work on invasives.  She says that someone or group has been working 
on the Park and has made a visual impact beyond what we did earlier.  Specifics of 
the day will be noted on the CATS Calendar.  
 

NEXT MEETING:   WEDNESDAY, APRIL 14, 9 am ZOOM 
 

 
 

  


